AttachmentB

LETTER TO PARENTS
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS ABOUT FREE AND REDUCED PRICE SCHOOL MEALS

Dear Parent/Guardian:

Children need healthy meals to learn. Tipton R-VI offers healthy meals every school day. Breakfast costs $1.60; lunch costs PI(-5 $2.55, 6-
12 $2.80. Your children may qualify for free meals or for reduced price meals. Reduced price is $0.30 for breakfast and $0.40 for
lunch. This packet includes an application for free or reduced price meal benefits, and a set of detailed instructions, Below are some common

questions and answers to help you with the application process.

1. WHO CAN GET FREE OR REDUCED PRICE MEALS?
s All children in households receiving benefits from the Food Stamp Program/Supplemental Nutrition Assistance

Program (SNAP), the Food Distribution Program on Indian Reservations (FDPIR) or Temporary
Assistance/Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (TANF), are eligible for free meals.

*  Foster children that are under the legal responsibility of a foster care agency or court are eligible for free meals.

e Children participating in their school's Head Start program are eligible for free meals,

®  Children who meet the definition of homeless, runaway, or migrant are eligible for free meals.

e Children may receive free or reduced price meals if your household'’s income is within the limits on the Federal Income
Eligibility Guidelines. Your children may qualify for free or reduced price meals if your household income falls at or below

the limits on this chart.

Household Size Anmnually Monthly Weekly
1 $29,526 $2,461 $568
2 40,034 3,337 770
3 50,542 4,212 972
4 61,050 5,088 1,175
5 71,558 5,964 ) 1,377
6 82,066 6,839 1,579
7 92,574 7,715 1,781
8 103,082 8,591 1,983
For each add’l person add +10,508 +876 +203

2. HOW DO I KNOW IF MY CHILDREN QUALIFY AS HOMELESS, MIGRANT, OR RUNAWAY? Do the members of your household
lack a permanentaddress? Are you staying together in a shelter, hotel, or other temporary housing arrangement? Does your family
relocate on a seasonal basis? Are any children living with you who have chosen to leave their prior family or household? If you believe
children in your household meet these descriptions and haven’t been told your children will get free meals, please call or e-mail Sara

Moon moons@tipton.k12.mo.us or 660-433-2213.

3. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT AN APPLICATION FOR EACH CHILD? No. Use one Free and Reduced Price School Meals Application for
all students in your household. We cannot approve an application that is not complete, so be sure to fill out all required information.
Return the completed application to: Elem/HS school office or 334 USHWY 50 West.

4, SHOULD I FILL OUT AN APPLICATION IF I RECEIVED A LETTER THIS SCHOOL YEAR SAYING MY CHILDREN ARE ALREADY

APPROVED FOR FREE MEALS? No, butplease read the letter you got carefully and follow the instructions. If any children in your
household were missing from your eligibility notification, contact Kerry Uptergrove 334 US HWY 50 West Tipton, MO 65081,

uptergroveli@tipton.kk12.mo.us immediately.

5. MY CHILD’S APPLICATION WAS APPROVED LAST YEAR. DO I NEED TO FILL OUT A NEW ONE? Yes. Your child’s application is
only good for that school year and for the first few days of this school year. You mustsend in a new application unless the school told
you that your child is eligible for the new school year.

6. I GET WIC. CAN MY CHILDREN GET FREE MEALS? Children in households participating in WIC may be eligible for free or reduced
price meals. Please send in an application.

7. WILL THE INFORMATION I GIVE BE CHECKED? Yes. We may also ask you to send written proof of the household income you
report,

8. IF1 DON'T QUALIFY NOW, MAY 1 APPLY LATER? Yes, you may apply at any time during the school year. For example, children
with a parent or guardian who becomes unemployed may become eligible for free and reduced price meals if the household income
drops below the income limit,



Attachment A

ELIGIBILITY CRITERIA FOR FREE AND REDUCED PRICE MEALS

EFFECTIVE IULY 1,2026
Household Maximum Household Income Maximum Household Income
Size Eligible for Free Meals Eligible for Reduced Price Meals
Annually Monthly  Weekly] Annually  Monthly Weekly
1 $20,748 $1,729 $399 $29,526 $2,461 $568
2 28,132 2,345 541 40,034 3,337 770
3 35,516 2,960 683 50,542 4,212 972
4 42,900 3,575 825 61,050 5,088 1,175
5 50,284 4,191 967 71,558 5,964 1,977
6 57,668 4,806 1,109 82,066 6,839 1,579
7 65,052 5421 1,251 92,574 7,715 1,781
8 72,436 6,037 1,393 103,082 8,591 1,983
Each add’l

member +7,384 +616 +142 +10,508 +876 +203

Family/Household means a group of people who may or may not be related and who do not live in an institution
or a boarding house, but who are living as one economic group. Students who are temporarily away at school
should be counted as members of the family; however, students who are full-time residents of an institution are

considered a family of one.

Gross Income means income before deductions for income taxes, employee's social security taxes, insurance
premiums, charitable contributions, bonds, etc. It includes the following:

e e ol

Monetary compensation for services, including wages, salary, commissions, or fees;
Net income from non-farm self-employment;

Net income from farm self-employment;

Social security;

Dividends or interest on savings or bonds or income from estates or trusts;
Netrental income;

Public assistance or welfare payments;

Unemployment compensation;

Government civilian employee or military retirement, ox pensions, or veterans payments;
Private pensions or annuities;

Alimony or child support payments;

Regular contributions from persons not living in the household;

Netroyalties; and
Other cash income. Other cash income would include cash amounts received or withdrawn from any

source including savings, investments, trust accounts, and other resources which would be available to pay
the price of a child's meal.

Income does not include any income or benefits received under any Federal program, which are excluded from
consideration as income by any legislative prohibition,

In a household where there is income from wages and self-employment and the self-employment reflects a
negative net income, consider that income as zero so as not to offset the wages earned.

In applying guidelines, the family's current rate of income should be used in determining eligibility.

Current Income is defined as income received during the month prior to application if such income is
representative. Where the prior month's income was much higher or lower than usual, expected income for this

migrant workers.

year (12 months starting from the prior month) may be used; for example, self-employed people, farmers, and

(Information follows on the reverse side.)
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ALLAUHLIELCIL I

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION

(Complete one form per family)
Please answer the question below by checking the appropriate box. The following
information is a request adopted by the General Assembly in 2010 requiring school

districts to determine whether or not all children in a family have health insurance.

Does each child in your family have healthcare insurance?

YES

NO

MO HealthNet (Medicaid) is considered healthcare insurance.

If NO is checked the school district will provide the Does Your Child Need
Healthcare Coverage form for the family.

Completion of this form is not a condition of determining meal eligibility. The Free
and Reduced Price Meals Family Application will be reviewed regardless of your

response to this Request for Information.

Submit this request with your Free and Reduced Price School Meals Family
Application or return to your school/school! district,

Printed name of parent/guardian:

Mailing Address:

State: Zip Code:

Clty:

Itis the polty of tha Missoud Bepartment of Elamentary and Secondary Education not te disciminate on the basls of race, color, refgon, sax, saxuaf orientation, national odgln, age, veteran slalss,
mental or physicat disability, or any ather basls prohibited by stalute Inils programs or employment practices as tequired by Tite V1 and Vil of the Givit Rights Act of 1964, Tille IX of the Education
Amendiments of 1872, Section 504 of the Rehabiflation Act of 1973, the Age Discdmination Act of 1976 and Tiie # of the Amearlcans with Disablites Act of 1890, and the Amaricans with Disalyitles Aet of

2008 [ADAAA), the Genetio Information Non-Disedmination Act (GINA), or USDA Title VI
Directinquiries related to dzpariment amploymeni practices to the Jellarson State Offce Budding, Human Resources Direclor, 205 Jellerson Streel, Jefferson Cty, Missourl $5102-0480; tefephone

nurbar 673-751-9618. inquiries related lo department programs and to the fecation of senvices, actvities, and fzcktes that are accessibie by pessens with disabties may be diecled io the Jelfeison
State Office Building, Director of Givil Rights Compliance and MOA Cocidnater (Title VUTitle VIUTige 1X/504/ADAJADAAAAgE AcUGINAUSDA Titis VY, 7" Floor, 205 Jeflerson Streel, PO, Box 480,

Jetferson City, 10 65102-0480; letephane number 573-522-1776 or TTY 800-734.2968; lax numbes573-522-4083; email civilrlghts@dase.mo.gov
Anyene allending a meeting of the State Boaid of Education who requires auxihary alds or cervices should request such sendces by contacting the Executive Assistant 1o tha State Board of Educaton,
Jeffazson State Office Bullding, 205 Jefferson Streel, Jelferson City, MO 55102-04B0; telephane 573-751-4448 o7 TTY: 800-735.2966.

inquiries or concains regarding civil ights compliance by school districts or charter schools shauld ba directad o the lecal school distlct or charer school Tive IX/non-discd mipabon cocr&nator. Inquiries
and complainls iay also be drecled to the Office for Clvil Rights, Kansas City Office, U.S, Deparimani of Education, One Pelbcoat Lans, 1010 Walnut Streel, 3rd Noor, Buite 320, Kansas Gity, MO 63106;

telephono: 8§6-266-0550; TDD: 877-521-2172,



